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no rubber for the tyres or leather for the seat, look as if they had
been contemporary with the caveman. In the 'seventies the
so-called 'penny-farthing* high bicycle was the vogue. Not until
near the end of the 'eighties was the modern type, the 'safety'
bicycle, introduced, which made cycling possible for women.
For all sorts of purposes bicycles enlarged the horizons of
ordinary people who could not afford horses and carriages.
Indeed it was the bicycle rather than the motor car that drove
horse-riding as a means of getting from place to place, off the
roads.

Dress. Round about 1870, too, male dress began to assume its
modern form, and by the end of the century the lounge suit had
replaced tail coats for all but formal occasions. The Prince of
Wales was one of the pioneers of the lounge suit. Modern types
of dress for women did not come till much later. The crinoline
had gone out by 1870 but it was succeeded by a less elegant device
for disguising the human form, namely the bustle, which
lasted on till near the end of the century. What the bustle was,
and where it was, are natural questions, but we will answer them
only by quoting a Latin description of this article, superbum
aliquid) which can be translated in more ways than one.

The emancipation of women. Probably the most momentous of
all the changes that fall within the fifty years following 1870 was
the change in the position of women. In 1869 John Stuart Mill,
one of the leading writers of the time on political and social
questions, published a book entitled The Subjection of Women.
At that date women occupied, in the eye of the law, a status not
very different from that of children. When a woman married,
her property, if she had any, automatically became the property
of her husband. She had no rights, against her husband, over
her own children. She was excluded from practically every pro-
fession where she would be in competition with men, except
teaching. Wealthy men who sent their sons to expensive schools
and universities handed over their daughters to ill-paid and
ignorant 'governesses*. It was all a survival of the crude and
primitive notion that the only normal function of women was to
bear and rear children.

University education for women had begun with Queen's
College, London, in 1848. In 1869 a college was founded at